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[bookmark: _Toc200362014]Background
In the following, the text marked in red is a guide to what each chapter should include. It should be removed before submitting your research proposal. 
In this chapter you should describe what you would like to investigate and the background for the research topic that you have chosen. Your choice of topic might for example be motivated by your own work experiences, but simply writing that will not be sufficient. You need to also have an academic rationale. You should outline the research literature in the field and identify what phenomena there is a lack of information about.
[bookmark: _Toc200362015]Research questions
The research question should follow from the theoretical introduction and identified gaps in the research field that you have written about in the previous chapter. 
Formulate a research question which is focused and feasible to answer within the given timeframe. The research question can be defined as one overall question with several sub-question which are clearly connected to the overall question. The research question may also be formulated as a specific thematic aim or as one or several hypotheses. 
[bookmark: _Toc200362016]Research design and methods
In this paragraph you should outline the method (f.ex qualitative, quantitative or mixed-method) and design (f.ex cross sectional) of your study. State if you plan to conduct interviews, distribute a survey, try out an intervention, etc. If your thesis is part of a larger research project, you should briefly describe this, and then what you will focus upon. It is often advisable to subdivide this paragraph sections concerning f.ex. method, participants and recruitment plan, data collection plan, data analysis plan. Make sure to:
· Outline a possible research design and the methodological approach you think would be effective to answering your research questions
· Outline how you will select participants/sources and how you plan to gain access to them
· Outline how you will collect data
· Outline how you will analyze the data
Overall, it is important that the method section makes it evident that you will be able to answer your research question(s). 
[bookmark: _Toc200362017]Design and method
Describe the relevant aspects of method and design. 
[bookmark: _Toc200362018]Participants
Whom are you aiming to include in your study. Describe their relevant characteristics, such as professional background, experience, age, diagnostic information, etc. Also describe how you will identify your participants and approach them with questions concerning participation.
[bookmark: _Toc200362019]Instruments
What are the tools you will use to collect data? This could for example be a semi-structured interview, an established questionnaire, a test, etc. If you are using a published interview guide, questionnaire, test, or similar, be sure to include the full name and references of these, including any reference to Norwegian validation studies (if existing). 
[bookmark: _Toc200362020]Procedure
Describe how you are planning to collect the data. If you will receive data from a research project, describe that.
[bookmark: _Toc200362021]Plan for data analysis
Describe how you want to analyze your data. For example, are you planning to use thematic analysis on qualitative data from semi-structured interviews, or descriptive statistics for quantitative date collected by a mail survey. 

[bookmark: _Toc200362022]Ethical aspects
In this paragraph you should describe the ethical aspects that must be considered in your project. Does your project involve particular ethical challenges? How can these be resolved in a responsible manner? You should note possible benefits to participants, but also state possible burdens and what measures you will take to minimize those. Describe also how you will store data. 
Note that you must apply to SIKT if you are collecting any personal data, see Meldeskjema for personopplysninger i forskning, for an assessment of privacy. You can find more information here: Sikt - Norwegian Agency for Shared Services in Education and Research, including templates for information letters Template for information letter - consent and public interest – Kopi.docx

[bookmark: _Toc200362023]Timeline
The research proposal must include a time schedule for how you plan to proceed with the project month by month until the submission deadline. Activities that you should include in the time schedule are i.e. notifying your project to Data Protection Services at Sikt, data collection, literature reading, analysis, writing etc. Bear in mind that the writing should start early. Below is a suggested timeline, that can be adjusted to fit with your project.  
	Task
	20XX
Q4
	20XX January
	20XX
February
	20XX March
	20XX April
	20XX
May

	Information letter
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Draft interview guide/ questionnaire
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Application SIKT
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Literature search and reading
	X
	x
	x
	x
	
	

	Draft theory chapter
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Recruit participants
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Draft method chapter
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Data collection
	
	x
	x
	
	
	

	Data analysis
	
	
	x
	x
	
	

	Draft result chapter
	
	
	x
	x
	
	

	Draft discussion chapter
	
	
	
	x
	x
	

	Draft of whole thesis
	
	
	
	
	x
	

	Thesis submission
	
	
	
	
	
	x






[bookmark: _Toc200362024]References
The reference list should be according to APA7
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