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Educational microblogging with Talkwall





Digitalised Dialogues Across
the Curriculum (DiDiAC)

A design-based research project (DBR) project
that combines two sets of resources developed

to facilitate students participation in 
productive dialogues



DiDiAC investigates:

• The potential to enhance existing/promote new forms of classroom 
dialogue and provide a visualisation of ‘interthinking’

• how microblog-supported dialogue contributes to the development 
of a dialogic classroom culture 

• skills that need to be attained for students to master digitalised 
communicative contexts, and how teachers can support this

Using Talkwall to ‘Think Together’





Design concepts

Contribution A digital
representation of an 
idea (a microblog)

Wall A spatially 
organized 
surface (one 
per group)

Feed Mutual 
awareness of 
ideas



Design concepts
Space for the teacher

tasks
Space for the teacher 

participants’ walls



Demonstration of basic features



Join in a live demo

go to talkwall.uio.no
Join with a nickname and PIN 8545



Emerging ‘standards’ for digital tools

Contemporary technologies, such as microblogging 
can be integrated into, and are potentially 
transformative of, pedagogical practices that 
develop the ‘complex competencies’ today’s 
students need.

Why? Because it can… 
– Facilitate engagement (Beauchamp & Hillier, 2014)

– Support visualisation of ‘interthinking’ (Gillen et al., 2007)

– Help students to co-construct knowledge (Hennessy, 2011).



Co-design with teachers



Why design based research?

• Making resources that are useful
– Loops of feedback and redesign

• “Creating what has yet to be created” – new practices
• Messy but it is possible to be systematic and transparent in 

the analytic work
• Empowering teachers to orchestrate innovative learning 

experiences among children in their everyday educational 
contexts by rehearsing future practices with emerging 
technology

• Align with the ecology of the classroom



eduGain authentication



‘Twitter’ cards

Web sources
Inquiry
Arguments
Cases



Dashboard & templates

Templates
Personal
School
OER portal

Talkwall card
Reuse
Share
Metadata 



Demonstration of sharing features



• The increasing competence and confidence 
with the use of Talkwall technology for whole 
class and group activity;

• The development and integration of ground 
rules for talk in the research classrooms;

• The detailed focus on learning intentions, 
linked to talk for learning, in lesson planning;

• And the inventive and creative teaching that 
has surrounded the work with Talkwall.

Teacher development



Next stepsNext steps



Learn more
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