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Overall, the course worked better this year than the last, mainly due to the better alignment between the presentations from the library to the students, and the students needs. Last year put the main wight on literature review as a systematic research method. This year, the library put the main weight on helping students to understand what role their literature review might play in their thesis. This was much more fruitful for all.

We still do have two challenges in this course:
1. The exam paper should be allowed to form the basis for the thesis review section. This year, we argued to the students that the exam should be seen as a draft for the thesis, and that they would be able to reference their own exam paper should they need to reuse some text.
2. The course exam description contained the term “systematic review”, which would not be possible for any student to complete within the 3 week time frame. This year we described informally how they should read this as “a structured literary review” where the exam paper described their structured strategy with the literature.
The exam read as follows:
1. What is your area of research? What is the chosen topic for your thesis? How would you describe the purpose of this review? Give the reasons for your choices (abt ½ page).
2.      What is your search strategy, your search terms, the databases that you have been searching, and your iterative process (Write a ‘method section’, abt 1 page). How did you go about analysing your review literature. Give the reasons for your choice of analysis method(s)
3. The main part of the literature review should present your analysis of the literature.  A comprehensive approach digging deeply into your topic is required.
4.      The paper will be graded as pass or fail

In addition to the course given by the University library, we included a Q &A during the course (Kristinn Hegna) and another Q & A after the course (Fengshu Liu). The feedback from the students were overall positive. The students felt that the course was very useful. Some questions about the exam and expectations regarding this, was solved in the seminar and later emails.
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