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This course builds on the Introduction to ESCY in autumn 2023. It consists of four modules to cover the four interrelated key thematic areas pertinent to contemporary children and youth and their education: 1) digitalization, the blurring of boundaries between formal and informal learning, 2) migration, 3) new and emerging manifestations of social inequalities, and 4) cross-curricular, current affairs and emerging issues. These modules are conducted through lectures and seminars to further discuss central issues dealt with in them and (some of) the related required readings. The modules cover theories and empirical research related to the particular thematic areas dealt with. The syllabus has been selected with a view to furthering the historical, social change and cross-cultural perspectives discussed in the first semester. 
The course is taught by Fengshu Liu (coordinator), Ola Erstad and Kristinn Hegna. The students are expected to carefully read the required readings and be active in contributing to group work/class discussion.  
There were ten ESCY students attending this course. Students were asked to provide feedback along the way during the course either individually or through the class representatives (We had two, but only one was active in this role), either orally or by writing. No feedback was generated in this way. During the last 15 minutes of the course, the students were invited to discuss in groups about the strengths and weaknesses of this course before one in each group reported about their group’s main points. The students were in general happy with the teaching and learning. However, some would like to have more lecturing from the professors and less group work based on reading the required syllabus. In addition, the more active student representative took initiative (without consulting the course coordinator) to administer a survey. Not all students participated in it. From this survey result, the complaint about too much reading and group work and wish for more lecturing from the professors, especially Fengshu Liu and Kristinn Hegna, appeared more vocal among a few of them. However, there is also an equally strong voice that liked the way the course was taught. The latter stated that they enjoyed the readings and the group work and have learned a lot from these. 
Reading the required syllabus is crucial to students’ understanding of the key issues the course deals with, and to their participation in class discussion and gaining theoretical and empirical knowledge that will help them in their own research and in further understanding of relevant literature. The group work based on the required readings was meant to make the students read the syllabus. Experience shows, without such assignments, some students will come to class without having read the syllabus. Therefore, one major issue in this course is how to balance the lecturing and student-led work. On the one hand, we want to have the students read the syllabus and present and discuss the readings. On the other, we do hear a strong voice, although this seems to have been aired by a very small number of them, about too much reading and group work. As the course coordinator, I am striving to find a better solution in discussion with colleagues and students.  
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