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HEM4210 is divided into three parts. The first part is about history of higher education; second 

focuses on the academic profession and knowledge organisation; and third on teaching, learning and 

assessment. The first part was taught by a guest lecturer, the second part was taught by the main 

course teacher, and the third part was primarily taught by a number of guest lecturers with 

specialized expertise on the topics.  

The first part consists of four lectures and two seminars, part two consisted of three lectures and one 

seminar; and the third part included four lectures and two seminars. This is a lecture-heavy set-up 

but most of the lectures had elements of small group discussions and reflections, as well as 

discussions in plenum. As the course has quite many different lecturers, the students experience 

variety of approaches. While some lectures had a more traditional lecture format, others also 

employed tools such as Padlet or Menti. The seminars included a variety of activities that required 

more active participation from the students. For example: in one of the seminars inquiry-based 

approaches were employed as students, prior to the seminar had a task to identify how a selected 

university organises academic work, and during class they conducted a comparative analysis of 

organisation that was also presented in class. In part 3, one of the seminars included a case-based 

approach, where students were assigned a role of being early career researchers, and then were 

assigned to groups to discuss, elaborate and reason about how they navigated expectations of 

academic development.  

The relatively large variety of teachers is both a strength and a potential challenge for the course – 

on the one had students meet several experts in their respective fields, one the other hand this can 

provide some coordination challenges. A benefit at this point was that most of those involved know 

the programme and the course, and coordination issues were therefore minimal at this point. There 

was one teacher who had not been involved in the course earlier, and in this instance the course 

leader had a meeting prior to the course to clarify the context for the lecture. 

One of the main challenges with the course has been that it is quite intensive and includes quite a 

broad variety of concepts, theories and themes. This year, the course was slightly simplified. Yet, 

from the students the feedback was also that they feel there is quite much reading. Most of the 

students seemed to be well prepared when coming to class, but also expressed that the expected 

scope of reading is relatively extensive.  As this is a first semester course at master level, this can 

partially also be a case of adjusting to the expectations on master level – this is an international 

programme so many students come from abroad and may have different expectations. For future 

adjustments, it can also be considered whether further adjustments can be made in terms of further 

condensing the number of themes included in the course to make it easier for students to see links 

between the various readings.  

Due to the pandemic, the exam was shifted from a school exam to a 4h open book home exam 

reasonably close to the exam date. This is not an optimal situation. In the future, the exam form for 

the course could be reconsidered, a take-home exam with an essay would likely be more suitable for 

the learning outcomes of the course.  

 

  


