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The HEM4113 course, first and foremost, is intended to be a continuation of the HEM4112 

course. Thus, the course is planned to build on the introduction to quantitative and qualitative 

methods taking place in the HEM4112 course, by offering practical knowledge on how to use 

such methods using appropriate software, as well as drawing inference from them. To achieve 

these objectives, the course implements two main parallel activities for both quantitative and 

qualitative methods. Firstly, lectures that introduce students to the design data collection 

instruments, such as questionnaires and interview guides, and also that deepen the knowledge 

on inference using different quantitative and qualitative analytical methods. Secondly, the 

course offers practical sessions in which they are taught how to use analytical software, using 

their own Master Thesis Proposal from the HEM4250 course as the basis for the work of these 

sessions. The quantitative and qualitative (including mixed methods) parts of the course were 

carried out by different teachers that coordinated their work in advance, so that the course could 

achieve its objectives coherently. 

 With respect to the lectures, feedback discussions with the students throughout the 

course concluded that these successfully manage to become a continuation of the contents 

covered in the HEM4112. This is considered an improvement compared to previous years, in 

which repetition was a constant problem pointed out by many students. However, students also 

considered the content to be far too condensed, arguing that having more lectures and, thus, 

more time to explain and discuss the methods would be of great help. 

 With respect to the practical sessions, feedback discussions with the students 

throughout the course concluded that these were seen as the most engaging and useful part of 

the course. In particular, in the quantitative part, students considered that simulating their 

Master Thesis projects using a dataset constructed by themselves was especially helpful for 

making sense of how the methods they learned in the HEM4112, as well as those introduced in 

the HEM4113 lectures, were implemented during research and specifically for their own 

research interests. Nonetheless, the students also made recommendations for this part of the 

course, arguing that more attention should be given to it. The students also pointed out that the 

qualitative sessions were very useful and enabled them to connect better with the contents of 

the lectures, as they faced the challenges of both designing interview protocols and interviewing 

their peers. 

 Overall, I consider that the changes made with respect to the previous semester to be 

successful, since students did perceive a coherence between the HEM4112 and HEM4113 

courses, but also because the practical part of the course was coherent with the HEM4250 

course. Nonetheless, there are still things that require improvement. The practical sessions 

need more preparation, in particular with respect to the datasets used by the students. In 

addition, the lectures should be more connected with the practical sessions, maybe taking place 

simultaneously. A possible solution could be to have the whole course taking place in the 

computer lab, in order to have the lectures and the practical sessions integrated, and the 

content of the lectures more spread out during the course. 


