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Teenagers evaluation of teaching quality in Icelandic compulsory schools
Stakeholders in school systems are for example parents, teachers, researchers and
politicians. They all have different interests reflected in their views on quality of teaching.
Video data gathering in Icelandic compulsory schools during spring 2019 gave plenty of
opportunities to think about what teaching quality really means to the different
stakeholders, but especially to the teenagers in the classrooms where the video recordings
took place. Maybe teenagers should have been mentioned first, as major stakeholders. The
emphasis on equity and quality is prominent in the Nordic educational systems (Sahlberg,
2015) but students voices are weak in educational debate.
What do Icelandic teenagers think of teaching quality, is the leading question here.
Data derives from a research project Teaching and Learning in Icelandic Schools in 20
compulsory schools in Iceland (Óskarsdóttir, 2014). This presentation uses data from
questionnaires from 14 schools, i.e. all the schools with students in 7th to 10th grade
(n=1821).
Teenagers’ opinions on parental involvement in those compulsory schools were examined
(Jónsdóttir, 2015). Findings showed that schools should take action in bettering the quality
of factors related to students’ school experience since that could result in an increase in
students’ interest for parental participation, which in turn contributes positively to
academic achievement. These findings will be explored further in this presentation, focusing
on teaching quality, in an attempt to reveal what contributes to students good school
experience and to their appreciation of school activities.
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